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Y Factor 
 
Is the terminology Bombardier used to describe the three wheeled riding stance of their 
Can Am Spyder.  Two front steering wheels—one very large drive wheel. Powered by a 
998 cc Rotex water cooled fuel injected 106 hp engine.  Which resembles a cross 
between a sports car and sport bike. 
 
When I first found out about the Spyder it peaked my interest as something I wanted to 
try,  I did this at two different dealerships.  The first dealership was a quick round the 
block. (couldn’t tell much) test drive. The second ride was from Nord-Ride, Mount 
Morris.  This was a half hour guided tour and we were told to take the Spyder out and 
see what it could do. I followed directions and did what I was told.  Thus I was very 
impressed with the Spyder. 
 
The Dynamic power steering was quick and precise.  ABS worked well.  I purposely 
make a 90 degree turn on a gravel covered black top road much too hard and fast so I 
could see how the traction stability and rollover systems work.  These systems kept the 
Spyder stable and true despite my abuse.  
 
The plus side of the Spyder – the engine was strong and responsive.  Five speed  
transmission with mechanical reverse was smooth as silk. Bosch electronic systems 
worked flawlessly. 
 
The minus side of the Sypder—you rode in a semi crouched sport bike position.  
Dinner plate size windshield was barely useful.  It had a smaller sport bike style seat.  
All three brakes worked off the foot brake.  There was no front hand brake which was 
hard to get used to. 
 
Bombardier does offer many options for the Spyder.  Sport touring windshield, 
passenger back rest, sport rack , soft luggage and “bling” kit. 
 
In all the Spyder is not a bad deal for $14,900.  Definitely on my wish list. 
 
Was treated well by Nord Ride.  Very knowledgeable, non-pressure info. Thanks Mike 
Nord, owner and Perry Wright marketing director and test ride leader—great job. 
 
They also had a 2008 Kawasaki Concourse—maybe another future test ride!!! 
 
 
Jim Spencley 
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 Mid Michigan BMW   Touring Club Calendar of Events 
Dates and times are subject to changes, and/or cancellations.  Members will be notified as soon as possible of any changes that are made. 
Events are listed here for the convenience of planning your schedule ahead of time. By listing an event here, it does not make it a “Club Function” 

 November 2007 November 2007 November 2007 November 2007    
4th          Sunday Breakfast 9:30 am, Beal Street Smokehouse in Fenton 
              Hosted by Jim & April Spencley 
17th        Saturday Potluck 6:30 pm, Teamworks in Lapeer 
               

December 2007December 2007December 2007December 2007    
2nd         Sunday Breakfast 9:30 am, Celia’s Corner Café in Owosso 
              Hosted by Eddie & Nora Gross  
15th        Saturday Christmas Dinner 6:30 pm, Location TBA 
 

January 2008January 2008January 2008January 2008    
6th          Sunday Breakfast 9:30 am, Location TBA              
19th        Saturday Potluck 6:30 pm, Location TBA 
 

February 2008February 2008February 2008February 2008    
3rd          Sunday Breakfast 9:30 am, Location TBA              
16th        Saturday Awards Banquet  6:30 pm, Location TBA 
 

March 2008March 2008March 2008March 2008    
2nd         Sunday Breakfast 9:30 am, Location TBA              
17th        Saturday Business Meeting  6:30 pm, Location TBA 
 

April April April April ---- July 2008       July 2008       July 2008       July 2008      Events & dates TBA 
 
 

August 2008August 2008August 2008August 2008    
6th          Sunday Breakfast 9:30 am, Location TBA              
19th        Saturday Business Meeting  6:30 pm, Location TBA 
29-30     Labor day Weekend Mystery Ride, Kalamazoo, MI 
 
 * A ride listed is subject to the above restrictions, and weather and participation 
restrictions.  If no one wants to go on a ride, there won't be one. If the ride leader cancels it 
out, there won't be a ride. If it's snowing, there won't be a ride. If there is a flood, there won't 
be a ride. 
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 Event AttendanceEvent AttendanceEvent AttendanceEvent Attendance    
 
Sunday Breakfast, October 7th 
Nick’s in Durand 
Ed & Nora Gross, Zane & Katlyn 
Dave & Doris Dempsey 
Mike & Kathy Persich 
Cy & Karen Spiegel 
 Cliff & Bev Lamie 
Lloyd & Norma Elmer 
Ray & Marge Melosh 
Terry & Jean Taylor 
Jack & Liz Cross 
Richard & Norma Kraus 
Jim Spencley 
Scott Spencley 
Tom Morse 
 50/50 was $21.00 won by Mike Persich 
 
   
 
 

Happy Birthday WishesHappy Birthday WishesHappy Birthday WishesHappy Birthday Wishes 
Nov 3rd                 John Farkas 
Nov 12th               Kevin Ullrey 
Nov 20th               Liz Cross 
Nov 20th               Norma Elmer 
Nov 24th               John Wellman 
Nov 26th               Sam Shriver 
Nov 27th               Robert deWaal 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to New MembersWelcome to New MembersWelcome to New MembersWelcome to New Members 
 
David Trevarrow, Orion, MI 
Robert Vandervennet, Tipton, MI 
 
 
 
 
 

Road Food GuidRoad Food GuidRoad Food GuidRoad Food Guideeee 
I am putting together a web page as a guide to good places to  
“Ride to Eat”. 
Please send in your favorite places to ride to and eat, and 
What your favorite meal is 
Home cooking only,  no name brands 
mmbmwtc@comcast.net 

Driving Directions  Driving Directions  Driving Directions  Driving Directions      
 
Nov 4th Sunday Breakfast 9:30 am 
Beal Street Smokehouse in Fenton 
From I-69 Take I-75 South to US 23 to Exit #80/North Rd 
Turn Left on Nothr Rd, go ½ mile to 
2461 North Rd, Fenton 
(810)750-0507 
 
             
Nov 17th  Saturday Potluck 6:30 pm 
Teamworks (new location) 
From I69, take M24 into Lapeer, Turn Left on W Genesee St 
To 1785 W Genesee St 
 
Interactive maps and complete driving directions are available 
at: http://www.mmbmwtc.com/events2.html 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
Day Weekend Mystery Ride 2008 
Jim Spencley has a block of rooms reserved for us at  
Fairfield Inn, 3800 East Cork Street, Kalamazoo, MI 
This is just off of Sprinkle Road, adjacent to 94. We have 10 
rooms held. They are $63.00 per room plus tax. 
Contact Jim Spencley for more information 
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Wanted & For Sale AdsWanted & For Sale AdsWanted & For Sale AdsWanted & For Sale Ads    
Listings are provided for members,  and will be limited to motorcycles,  parts, 
accessories and apparel. MMBMWTC makes no guarantee to the accuracy  
of information provided by the seller, and by listing an item here, does not 
endorse the sellers claims. 

 
FOR SALE: 1987 K/75 BMW-EML SIDECAR RIG Your 
chance to get a near like new complete rig for about the cost of 
the sidecar alone. This is a 750 cc BMW motorcycle with 50,250 
miles it is in very good condition. It has the complete EML side 
car with sub frame double rear swing arm with a 15"wheel with 
like new Michelin 135/15 tire. The front wheel and tire is the 
same size as the rear with stainless steel brake lines and has the 
well known leading link EML sidecar front fork with a EML 
steering damper. The sidecar wheel and tire is 125/15. All tires 
are Michelin ZX radials and near new as well as the brake rotors 
and 5 works shocks. The sidecar has a very comfortable seat, has 
a very large trunk,also has a hyd. Brake that works with the rear 
brake of the cycle. With all the shocks replaced with works 
performance shocks on the whole rig lets it ride very well and 
handles likewise. The bike has hard bags and small luggage rack. 
$ 8750.00 For more information or pictures PH: 989-635-7304 
email cjlamie@avci.net  (6-30-07) 
 
 

Wanted:      BMW motorcycle any size or condition 
Wanted:  a sidecar any size or condition 
For Sale:        a pair of HJC open face Helmets very good 
condition size large $85.00 for the pair 
contact Cliff:     989-635-7304    cjlamia@avci.net 
 
 
For Sale:   LED Auxiliary Tail Lights  
The lights are built and tested. Can be mounted one on each side 
of the license plate or as a single unit above or below the license. 
These are very bright stop/tail lights. Built on a printed circuit 
board from the very best LEDs I could find and then sealed. Fifty 
LEDs per light.  
Dual lights on mounting plate $130.00  
Single light on mounting plate $65.00  
517-546-9209    raymelosh@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
 

 


